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npHE population of Burma is estimated at 17,000,000.
1 Its area is as large as France and England put toge-
ther.   The country has very vast natural resources, but
mostly untouched.   Seventy-two per cent of the gainfully
occupied population is engaged in agriculture.

Before the last war the natural wealth, transport
facilities, trade and finance were the exclusive monopoly
of five British companies consisting of a small ring of
the most powerful and influential magnates of the City
of London. The Burmese people own only 30 per cent
of the land. Six thousand landlords, mostly Indian, in
the countryside own the remaining 70 per cent.

British imperialists conquered Burma in the last
century and annexed her as a province of the Indian
empire by waging most cruel and unjust wars against
the peace-loving and cultured Burmese people. The
patriotic Burmese people fought three major battles
against heavy odds until the entire country was overrun
by the British in 1885. The manpower and resources of
enslaved India were used to conquer their friendly
neighbour of hundreds of centuries.

After the First World War, the intelligentsia and
the students organised a national movement against
foreign rule. In 1920 the students organised resistance
to the slavish foreign education and suppression of
national culture. The broad masses readily supported
this movement. In 1929 the Thakin Party was born.
The general strike of 1938 was the beginning of the trade
union movement. During this mass movement the first
trade union, the All-Burma Trade Union Congress